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news release

For Immediate Release
24 January 1995

Contact: Kerry Abelson
(202) 225-2531

DE LA GARZA ANNOUNCES $125 MILLION
FOR COLONIAS WASTEWATER TREATMENT
WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Congressman Kika de la Garza of Texas today
announced that the Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) will receive $100
million for its Colonias Wastewater Treatment Assistance Program. This grant
from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency will be matched by $25 million
from TWDB for a total of $125 million to be targeted at improving sanitation
along the border.
"A lifelong goal of my career in public service has been to improve living
standards for my fellow residents of the Rio Grande Valley in the colonias. These
significant monies are the welcome fruits of years of labor in Washington's
legislative process," said de la Garza.
Thousands of colonias residents will receive sewage service for the first time
as the result of treatment plants and miles of sewage lines to be laid under
contracts funded through this grant.

Rep. de la Garza will work closely with

TWDB and local officials to target these funds into the worthiest on-going and new
projects.
Rep. de la Garza also met with EPA Administrator Carol Browner this
morning and stated that he plans to introduce legislation authorizing EPA to
provide financial assistance to colonias in the upcoming fiscal year and beyond.
EPA's present funding authority from Congress expires in FY 95.
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